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From MOOC to SPOC: Lessons from MOOC
at Tsinghua and UC Berkeley

Wei Xu, Yongzheng Jia, Armando Fox, David Patterson

Abstract: Will MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) disrupt the traditional higher education? Academics

and practitioners have been discussing about this question since MOOCs become a global phenomena, in the hope

that MOOCs become an effective way to improve both the efficiency and quality of modern education. Professor

MTiEZEHR
0144 / =S130E]

A



[ZﬂUﬁ%MMOOCEUSPoc

Armando Fox from University of California at Berkeley proposed SPOC (Small Private Online Course), an effective
application of MOOCs in higher education. A SPOC is a reduced—scale adoption of a MOOC, targeting a specific
group of learners. Using multimedia contents and features, such as auto—grader, from a MOOC and pedagogies such
as blended learning, a SPOC organically integrates MOOC into traditional on—campus classrooms. SPOCs are
neither alternatives to MOOCs nor traditional online courses. While overcoming the limitations of MOOCs, SPOCs
lower the cost of high—quality courses through MOOC’s economy of scale, and enjoy the same pedagogical big data
from MOOCs. We expect MOOCs and SPOCs both grow significantly in the near future, providing a positive impact
on the quality and efficiency of campus education.

Keywords: MOOC; SPOC; Blended Learning; Teaching Practice; Academic Dialogue
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Status and Common Problems of MOOC Practice in China’s Universities

From the Reports of the MOOC Practice in China’s Universities
Yuan Songhe, Liu Xuan

Abstract: What is the current situation of MOOC practice in China’s universities? At the China’s Universities
MOOC Development Forum held in Beijing, Tsinghua University, Peking University, Shanghai Jiao Tong University,
Shenzhen University and other colleges and universities presented their reports about MOOC practice, which
basically showed the status of MOOC practice in China’s universities: the development of MOOC in China’s
universities has stepped into the implementation stage from the learning stage, with the characteristics of autonomy,
cooperation and sharing. Currently, common problems existing in the MOOC practice in China’s universities
include: how to realize the democratization of education; how to achieve the sustainable development; how to
enhance the learning experience and improve the graduation rate; and how to certify the learning achievements. How
should we look upon the MOOC practice in China’s universities? As a "foreign import", MOOC practice in China
needs to explore some ways for practice based on Chinese local features: the first is the integration of information
technology and higher education, the second is from the open courses to the open universities, and the third is from
the platform of educational resources to building public service platform for lifelong learning.

Keywords: MOOC; China’s Universities; Practice Status; Common Problems; Development Prospect;

Practice Report
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